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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sk: 



In response to the OfiSce Action dated June 3, 2002, please enter the following remarks. 



REMARKS 

I. RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Tlie Office Action dated June 3, 2002 requites further rcstdctbn of the daima into 6 claim 
groups. In response, Applicants elect Group 1, namdy claims 1-7, 9-14, 20-23, 25, 59-63, 65-68 and 
71, limited to ±e subgenera designated Gl and G5 by the Examiner in the outstanding Ofi&ce Action. 
However, Applicants do so with traverse. Applicants dispute the assertion by the Office that die 6 
claim Groups involve separate and disdnct inventions. 

35 U.S.C. §121 provides that "If two or more independent and distinct inventions are 
claimed in one apphcarion, the Commissioner may require die application to be rescricced to one of 
the invendons." M.P.E.P. §802.01 deviates firom the plain meaning of ''independent and distinct*' by 
interpreting "and" to mean "or". The Patent Office relies on the absence from the l^islative 
history of anything contrary to diis interpretation as support for their position diat "and" means 
"or". Applicants respectfully note that this position is contrary to die rules of scamtory 
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